
 

 

Meeting Minutes 
CENTRAL COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY  

Regular Meeting 
February 6, 2015 

 
Place:   Metro Transit Administrative Building, 530 N. Rose St. 
Time:   12 Noon 
Staff Present: Sean McBride, Barbara Blissett 
Others Present: Megan Arndt, John Gisler, Ken Jones, Eric Large, Linda MacDonald, 

Connie Micklin, Jack Urban  
 
1). ROLL CALL 

Members Present:  Rob Britigan, Pamela Goodacre, Martin Janssen, Ann 
Nieuwenhuis, Jim Pearson, Terry Urban, Greg Rosine, Linda 
Teeter 

 
  Members Absent: Deb Everett, Garrylee McCormick 
 
 A motion was made to excuse Everett and McCormick. 

            Motion: Pearson Second: Nieuwenhuis 
            Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
2). REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 A motion was made to approve the February 6, 2015, agenda.  
            Motion: Goodacre Second: Urban  
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 
3). REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 A motion was made to approve the January 23, 2015, minutes. 
            Motion: Urban Second: Goodacre 

            Motion carried by voice vote with Britigan and Nieuwenhuis abstaining. 
 
4). CITIZENS’ TIME – There were no comments 
 
5. MILLAGE ELECTION 
 
Chairperson Teeter noted at the past several meetings discussion had taken place regarding 
the millage question to be placed on the ballot.  She said at today’s meeting the Board would be 
considering the date of the millage question on the ballot, the time for the duration of the millage 
and how many mills to request from the voters. 
 
Chairperson Teeter suggested having the next CCTA meeting be another joint meeting with the 
Kalamazoo County Transportation Authority (KCTA) and the Kalamazoo Transit Authority Board 
(KTAB) because they both would be impacted by the changes in service levels with an 
approved millage. 
 
Chairperson Teeter shared there would be a 30-day comment period, from today’s date for 
municipalities and citizens to express their concerns and gain information about the millage and 
new services planned. 
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Exec. Dir. McBride explained the draft resolution and charts provided that relate to the 
formulation of the millage question for the upcoming election.  Offering as additional information, 
Exec. Dir. McBride said the system received Federal dollars for designated funding through 
Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS).  He said this money would be used to look 
ahead to the next five to ten years seeking ways to enhance the transportation system.   
 
 A motion was made to approve placement of the CCTA millage question on the ballot for 

Tuesday, August 4, 2015. 
            Motion: Rosine Second: Janssen 

 Ayes: Britigan, Brown Goodacre, Nieuwenhuis, Pearson, Urban, Rosine. Teeter 
 Nays: None 
 Absent:  Everett, McCormick 

. 
Prior to the vote, comments were made by the Board about placement of the millage question 
on the August 4th ballot including: 
 

- Waiting until the November election would involve a funding issue 
- Costs associated with an August election 

 
Chairperson Teeter said next to be decided would be the core of the discussion:  
1) length/duration for the millage and, 2) the amount of the millage to be requested.  She 
reminded everyone PA 196 allowed up to five years for the millage. 

 
A motion was made to approve the length of the CCTA millage to be for five years. 
            Motion: Pearson Second: Brown Goodacre 
 Ayes: Britigan, Brown Goodacre, Nieuwenhuis, Pearson, Urban, Rosine, Teeter 
 Nays: None 
 Absent:  Everett, McCormick 

 
The consensus of group, during discussion was to propose a five year millage on the ballot with 
comments including: 
 

- Extending the duration to five years so enhanced services could be proven to voters 
- Wouldn’t have to worry about planning for another millage election so soon 

 
The Board then began discussion concerning the millage rate and what enhancements were 
included in the different rates.  Exec. Dir. McBride noted one-third of KCTA’s funding is from 
State government and if the State sales tax increase did not pass, there could be some difficulty 
in maintaining the proposed enhancements because the reimbursement for dollars spent would 
dwindle as State would reallocate funds to other needs. 
 

A motion was made to approve a preliminary millage request amount of 0.75 mills. 
            Motion: Nieuwenhuis Second: Janssen 
 Ayes: Britigan, Nieuwenhuis, Pearson, Rosine, Teeter 
 Nays: Brown Goodacre, Urban 
 Absent:  Everett, McCormick 

 
Prior to the vote members shared reasons for supporting their selection of a millage amount 
with the majority agreeing with the motion and Urban reminded everyone that this was a 
preliminary vote only, with the final vote to take place in 30 days.  
 



 

Page - 3 - of 3 
 

 
6). COMMUNICATIONS - None 
 
7). NEW BUSINESS - None 
 
8). EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Exec. Dr. McBride reported the year-long contract negotiations with Metro employees belonging 
to the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU) had finished and resulted in a tentative 
four-agreement.  This would be going before the City Commission for final approval in the near 
future. 
 
9). CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 
Chairperson Teeter had received a resignation letter from Board Member Breneman and asked 
that a letter be sent thanking him for his service on the CCTA.  She said he will continue serving 
on the Kalamazoo County Transportation Authority (KCTA). 
 
10). CITIZENS’ TIME 

Linda MacDonald thanked Exec. Dir. McBride for working with INTERFAITH STRATEGY FOR 
ADVOCACY & ACTION IN THE COMMUNITY (ISAAC) and the CCTA Board for all their hard 
work and deliberations for the greater good of the community.  She said there was not much 
difference between the 0.75 or 0.8 mills and the added services would be well worth it.  She 
urged the Board to go for something great. 

Jack Urban encouraged the Board to look at the bigger picture and the point of more services; 
and to not be fearful of asking for 0.8 mills. 

11). MEMBERS’ TIME 

Britigan stated he was honored to be a part of the CCTA and looked forward to a good outcome 
for the upcoming millage. 

Nieuwenhuis thanked staff for providing detailed minutes of the CCTA meetings. 

Pearson expressed his appreciation for the good conversations amongst the Board members. 

Brown Goodacre told the Board it was a pleasure to serve on the CCTA and she knows they 
ultimately will come to a good final decision. 

Urban said it was heartening to realize how long it’s taken to get to this point from 2002 but, 
knows the CCTA is heading in the right direction to reach its goal.  He said what they were 
striving for was for the good of the community, better economic growth and better quality of life.  

Teeter acknowledged everyone came from different backgrounds but work well together and for 
everyone it is a learning curve. 

13). ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 1:20 p.m. 

 

____________________________    ____________________________ 

CCTA Chairperson       CCTA Clerk    


